
May 2023 

PENDLETON’S BUDGET FOR 2023-2024 

Each year at this time, the City’s Budget Committee meets to consider, and hopefully       
approve, the budget for the fiscal year that will begin on 1 July 2023.  The Budget Commit-
tee is comprised of the nine members of the City Council and nine volunteer citizens with a 
wide variety of backgrounds from the community.  These meetings were all open to the 
public and public input was solicited at each meeting. 

The budget is made up of a General Fund, other governmental funds including Special  
Revenue funds, and Enterprise funds such as water and sewer funds. Special Revenue 
funds can only be used for specific purposes.  The General Fund for the coming fiscal year 
will be $21.5 million and the for the rest of the City Funds will contain some $82 million.  The largest source of 
revenues for the General Fund is property taxes and special assessments, which we anticipate to be $8.13   
million in the coming year.  This represents 38% of the General Fund, with the rest coming from a beginning 
fund balance of $3.7 million, licenses and permits of about $4.46 million, intergovernmental transfers of $2.5 
million, charges for services of $1.8 million (much of this coming from our ambulance service), and several 
other smaller miscellaneous revenue sources. 

The General Fund for 2023-24 will have a focus on public safety and infrastructure maintenance.  For            
example, we have attractive candidates to fill two new police officer positions, and their salaries will be paid 
from a Department of Justice grant.  The Chief of Police intends to use the new officers to increase our patrol 
presence downtown.  Three new paramedics will be added to the Fire Department, and these positions will be 
paid for by increased ambulance fee reimbursements. 

We have budgeted $2.5 million for street repairs in the coming fiscal year and are planning capital improve-
ments in the Vert Auditorium, the Convention Center, the Airport, and the UAS Test Range.  Having a safe and 
modern water system is expensive and we plan to spend $17.5 million from our Water Fund on these systems.  
This includes wells, pumps, water line replacements, water filtration plant membrane replacements, new con-
trol systems, and a new booster station. 

One of the City’s main goals is to increase our housing, so you can expect to hear more about potential projects 
in the coming year.  We continue to look for ways to push our utilities and streets into the area around the  
Water Filtration Plant on the east side of Pendleton.  We are working with landowners to gain the Right of 
Way into this area and form a reimbursement district to help us develop the entire area of about 250 acres.  
The State Economic Forecast is due on 17 May and that will determine how much the State might be willing to 
help us fund these workforce housing-related projects. 

The budget will come to the City Council in June, and after it is adopted, it will be sent to the State.  The entire 
document, more than 115 pages, is posted online for the public to read. 

 

John H Turner 

Mayor 



FREQUENTLY ASK QUESTIONS 
In an effort to better communicate with citizens we asked staff to provide answers to some of the more         
frequently asked questions.   Below you will find a few of the most frequent questions, followed by answers 
given by the departments which hear them the most often.                                                                                 

 
BURN DAYS 
Seasonal open burning is allowed on “Green Days” during the period October 1 through May 31, weather permitting. 
Open burning, excluding burn barrels in the Fire Districts, is prohibited from June 1 through September 30. 

Check the Daily Burn Forecast or call 541-966-0327 after 8:30am. 

Open burning is any burning outdoors including burn barrels, backyard burning, and piles of yard debris that is generat-
ed from that property.  Burning stumps, field burns, burning trash, commercial waste, demolition waste, construction 
debris, and bonfires require special permits available from the Pendleton Fire Department at no charge. 

It is against the law to construct any open burning that: 

• Unreasonably interferes with enjoyment of life or property. 

• Creates a public nuisance. 

• Is a hazard to public safety. 
Summary of Open Burning Regulations (PDF) 

BURNING SAFETY RULES  
• Burn piles are limited to three feet (3’) in diameter and must be 25’ from structures, shrubs, dry grass, etc. 

• Fire must be constantly attended by a responsible person 16 years old or older. 

• Must have water available to the fire at all times. Typically a garden hose attached to a water supply that will reach 
the burn pile. 

All  fires must be DEAD OUT by dark.  

         

PROHIBITED MATERIALS                     

DEQ regulations prohibit open burning of  the following materials at any time, anywhere in Oregon.  

• Rubber Products  Plastic  Wet Garbage  Petroleum and Petroleum Treated Products 

• Industrial Waste  Tires  Wire Insulation Automotive Parts 

• Animal Remains  Wet Yard Debris ANY materials which emit dense black smoke or noxious odors. 
Regardless of the circumstances, you are responsible for your fire and any damage caused by your fire.  Please be cour-
teous to your neighbors and respect their rights and be aware of your smoke. 

BURN BARRELS 
Burn barrels are prohibited inside the city limits of Pendleton.  Burn barrels are allowed in the fire districts and can be 
used year-round but can only be used on “Green Days”.  When the Pendleton burn season is closed please refer to 
the Umatilla County Burn Line at 541-278-6397 (During the open burning season use the City Burn Line at 541-966-
0327) or visit Umatilla County Burn Info. 

WHEN IS BURNING SEASON? 
No burning is permitted from June 15th through September 30th each year. Restricted open burning from October 1st to 
June 14th is allowed only during burn days regulated by the City of Pendleton.  

Contact Jim Critchley Chief / Fire Marshal (541) 276-1442 

 

https://pendleton.or.us/fire/page/daily-burn-forecast
https://pendleton.or.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/fire/page/9471/open_burning_brochure.pdf
https://pendleton.or.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/fire/page/9471/open_burning_brochure.pdf
https://www.co.umatilla.or.us/departments/planning/burn-info


AMBULANCE SERVICES 
 
Pendleton Fire & Ambulance provides Advanced 
Life Support Ambulance (ALS) services to the    
citizens of Pendleton and surrounding areas. This 
service is provided 24 hours a day, 365 days a 
year. 

The department operates two ALS ambulances 
staffed with Paramedics every day of the year as 
part of our commitment to service. There are two 
ALS ambulances kept in reserve giving the City four licensed ALS ambulances. 

Our Paramedics and EMT crews undergo extensive training and education to serve the community and      
surrounding area. The department currently has 19 full time career firefighter paramedics. Supplementing 
the career staff are one reserve firefighter/paramedic and two firefighter/EMTs. 

Our ambulances are housed at two of the City's fire stations. Station 1 on Court street houses two ambulances 
and Station 2 on Southgate houses two more ambulances. 

Pendleton Fire & Ambulance provides 24 hour ALS service to the communities of Pendleton, Rieth, Pilot Rock, 
Riverside, and Ukiah. Our ambulance service area covers approximately 1280 square miles including wilder-
ness areas. 

 

AMBULANCE BILLING 
 
If you have questions concerning your bill for ambulance services please contact or Ambulance Billing Office 
at 541-276-1442. 

FIRE-MED is managed by the Life Flight Network with increased benefits and packages. Basic Pend-
leton FireMed is an ambulance membership program available to families for a nominal annual membership 
fee. PFD Ambulance service will accept any insurance payment as payment in full for ambulance charges and 
members will not have to pay any balance. Our staff markets and sells more than 1500 FireMed memberships 
annually to supplement Ambulance income and offer a beneficial service to customers.  In addition you can 
purchase Pendleton FireMed Plus which provides the basic ambulance service plus Life Flight Network emer-
gency air medical transport in Oregon, Washington and Idaho.  For more information, current rates, and 
membership application, click here FireMed Membership Application. 
  
 

THE SERVICE AREA COVERED BY THE PENDLETON FIRE AND AMBULANCE 
DEPARTMENT INCLUDES: City of Pendleton, Riverside RFPD, Lower McKay Creek RFPD, McKay 
Dam RFPD, and Reith Water District 
 
AMBULANCE SERVICE AREA 
The entire southeast part of Umatilla County, including Pendleton, Pilot Rock, Ukiah, Meacham, Mission, and 
all the territory between these communities. Total area is approximately 1280 Square Miles with a total pop-
ulation estimated at 20,000 to 22,000. 
 

 

https://www.lifeflight.org/firemed-membership/


COUNCIL MEETINGS 
June 6 
City Council 7 pm 
June 20 
City Council 7 pm 
PDC Meeting 6 pm 
 
 

All meetings in the Council Chambers 
FOR A FULL LIST OF     

MEETINGS VISIT         

http://www.pendleton.or.us/ 
 
 

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
John Turner   Mayor 541-922-8605  
Addison Schulberg      At Large 541-379-1677  
Steve Campbell      At Large 541-379-0130 

Kevin Martin        Ward I          541-969-6744 

Carole Innes        Ward I          541-276-0644 

McKennon McDonald    Ward 2         541-969-3345  

Sally Brandsen        Ward 2         503-351-6624 

Dale Primmer        Ward 3         541-240-1117 

Linda Neuman        Ward 3         541-969-1188 

CITY OF PENDLETON 
Administration         541-966-0201 
Airport                             541-276-7754 
Convention Center      541-276-6569 
Community Dev.       541-966-0203  
Finance          541-966-0207 
Fire        541-276-1442 
Human Resources      541-966-0222 
Library          541-966-0380 
Municipal Court                   541-966-0209 
Parks/Rec/Cemetery       541-276-8100 
Police        541-276-4411 
Public Works                       541-276-3078 

  
500 SW Dorion Ave. Pendleton, OR  

 

http://www.pendleton.or.us/
https://www.facebook.com/CityofPendleton/
https://www.instagram.com/cityofpendleton/
https://pendleton.or.us/


WEDNESDAY, MAY 24, 

2023 AT 4 PM – 7 PM  

Come visit the Pendleton Mobile Library, 

where you can register for a library card, 

borrow materials like books, DVDs, and 

video games, use a public-use computer 

with Wi-Fi, or enjoy any of the fun activi-

ties we have set out for the kiddos. 

Any questions or concerns, please feel free to give 

the Library a call at 541-966-0380 



Memorial Day is a federal holiday in the United States 

for honoring and mourning the U.S. military personnel 

who have died while serving in the United States armed 

forces. It is observed on the last Monday of May. 












