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OREGON DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (ODOT) UPDATE TO THE CITY 

Every year or two, Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) provides an update to City Council and key staff on 
projects they currently have underway and will be doing in the near future within our City.  The update was provided at 
a City Council workshop on June 27, 2023.  Attached to the newsletter is a PDF copy of the presentation.  This article will 
briefly summarize ODOT’s work through 2027 construction season. 

ODOT is concentrating on addressing all of the state highway intersection ramps to comply with the American with Dis-
abilities Act (ADA) standards.  This is part of a lawsuit settlement and they plan to have all state highway intersection 
ramps in compliance by the end of the 2027 construction season.  We have seen some of that work recently on Emigrant 
and Frazer Avenues.   

City Council learned at the workshop the primary purpose of the raised curbs and different color of concrete being used 
for ODOT’s ADA ramp replacement project.  Imagine be visually impaired, with poor eyesight and/or have to use a cane 
to guide yourself along the sidewalk.  The raised curbs seen with and without colored concrete at recently installed ADA 
ramps are to help direct someone using a cane to the designated ramp crossing.  This also helps to protect them from 
bumping into a power pole, street sign, or fire hydrant that may be located at the intersection.  Yellow truncated domes 
are textured so the person using a cane can feel the truncations and know this is the location to cross.  The coloring of 
the stamped concrete and truncated domes help direct someone visually impaired, or lacking depth perception, to stay 
on the main grey sidewalk and find the crossing.  For the non-visually impaired that do not use a cane or someone in a 
wheel chair, the raised curbs also help draw attention to the location of the intended street crossing.  

City Council and City staff expressed feedback to ODOT on concerns we have heard from our constituents.  ODOT staff 
and their ADA ramp design team are addressing many of the concerns expressed.  Concerns were expressed about con-
crete color, less raised curbs, better pedestrian flow for the non-impaired, and better communication with businesses 
prior and during construction. They are listening and learning lessons from the work done the last two construction sea-
sons moving forward with future work. 

In 2024/2025, ODOT will be improving ADA ramps on Southgate and Hwy 11.  This work will include about 150 new 
ramps, installing two new rapid flashing beacons with push buttons to signal vehicles for the crossing, re-striping for 
Highway 11 from Exit 210 to Court Avenue, and new concrete sidewalk on the east side of Southgate from SW 30th to 
Tutuilla Road. 

In 2025, ODOT will be improving ADA ramps on Westgate, Court, and Dorion.  This work will include about 300 new 
ramps and be performed from the west end of the BMCC triangle / EOCI parking lot to the SE 9th near the bottom of the 
Eastgate Viaduct intersection.  

In 2027, ODOT will be finishing improving ADA ramps on Emigrant and Frazer.  This work will include about 170 new 
ramps and upgrade push buttons at signals as needed. 

In 2027, ODOT will finish improving ADA ramps along the remainder of state highways through Pendleton.  This will 
include upgrades to all railroad crossings for new ADA ramps and bicycling crossings, where Pendleton Underground is 
located, and all remaining ADA ramps within the Pendleton City Limits. 

ODOT is also concentrating on traffic signal replacement for highway intersections through the City.  We have seen the 
recently installed new signal at SE Court and SE 1st intersection.  That same type of signal will be repeated at other loca-
tions along state highways through the community.   
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In 2023/2024, ODOT will be replacing the traffic signal at SW Dorion / SW 1st intersection next to the Post Office.  This 
project will remove the left turn lane for the mailbox drop off across from the Post Office.  Vehicles using the mailbox 
drop off will need to merge back into the travel lane with the new signal upgrade.   

In 2025, ODOT will be replacing traffic signals at SW Court / SW 10th, SW Dorion / SW 10th, and possibly SW Court / SW 
1st.  ODOT is further evaluating the need to replace the traffic signal at SW Court / SW 1st.  ODOT also has the funding to 
secured to replace two traffic signals, not all three at this time. 

City Council also asked the question of when repaving Emigrant and Frazer Avenues is planned.  ODOT staff expressed 
that the State of Oregon is concentrating all their efforts on state highway ADA ramps and must have them all replaced 
by 2033 or 2034.  There will be no paving projects until all ADA ramps are compliant.  For Pendleton, this will occur in 
2027, which is part of the budgeted 2024/207 Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP).  ODOT has not 
approved a budget beyond the 2024/2027 STIP.  ODOT staff will inform the City when the paving of Emigrant and Fra-
zer is budgeted in the future. 

From reading this article, you will recognize ODOT and their contractors will be busy over the next few years within 
Pendleton with these various projects.  ODOT staff continue to work closely with City staff and continue to apprise City 
Council of future projects and their impacts within our community. 

Submitted by Bob Patterson 

Public Works Director 

 

 



COUNCIL MEETINGS 
August 1 
City Council 7 pm 
August 15 
City Council 7 pm 
PDC Meeting 6 pm 
September 5 
City Council 7 pm 
 

All meetings in the Council Chambers 
FOR A FULL LIST OF     

MEETINGS VISIT         

http://www.pendleton.or.us/ 
 

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
John Turner   Mayor 541-922-8605  
Addison Schulberg      At Large 541-379-1677  
Steve Campbell      At Large 541-379-0130 

Kevin Martin        Ward I          541-969-6744 

Carole Innes        Ward I          541-276-0644 

McKennon McDonald    Ward 2         541-969-3345  

Sally Brandsen        Ward 2         503-351-6624 

Dale Primmer        Ward 3         541-240-1117 

Linda Neuman        Ward 3         541-969-1188 

CITY OF PENDLETON 
Administration         541-966-0201 
Airport                             541-276-7754 
Convention Center      541-276-6569 
Community Dev.       541-966-0203  
Finance          541-966-0207 
Fire        541-276-1442 
Human Resources      541-966-0222 
Library          541-966-0380 
Municipal Court                   541-966-0209 
Parks/Rec/Cemetery       541-276-8100 
Police        541-276-4411 
Public Works                       541-276-3078 

http://www.pendleton.or.us/
https://www.facebook.com/CityofPendleton/
https://www.instagram.com/cityofpendleton/
https://pendleton.or.us/


Click THIS LINK to direct you to the  

SPECIAL EVENTS BUSINESS LICENSE APPLICATION  

https://pendleton.or.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/finance/page/7881/round-up_packet_-_2023.pdf


The Library and Pendleton Parks and 

Recreation have teamed up to offer a 

series of Teen nights this summer.         

If you have a child between the ages of 

12 and 18 send them to the rec center 

this Friday. We will FEED them and    

ensure they have a great time!  












