
A MESSAGE FROM STEVE CHRISMAN, AIRPORT MANAGER 
There has been a lot happening at the once very sleepy Eastern Oregon Regional Airport.   This summer 
and fall will prove no different as we break ground on several new projects, both public and private.   
Understandably, the question has been asked by the public and even some public employees, why are we 
spending millions of dollars on an airport that has been a perennial loser for many years?   That’s a fair 
question and here is the honest answer:   

Pendleton is at the forefront of an evolution in aerospace technology. 

Unmanned systems are rapidly entering the commercial marketplace.  

Billions of public and private $$ are pouring into Unmanned Aerial Service (UAS) commercialization.    

We are the most active UAS test range on the West Coast and home to several large projects.    

The Test Range is attracting new companies: Pacific Northwest National Laboratories; Digital Harvest; Yamaha 
Motor Corporation; 

MTSI; A3 by Airbus; PAEISR; Cubic ISR; and others.         

On an average week, there have been 50-70 UAS workers here, working 5-7 days a week, eating and drinking at 
restaurants, staying in hotels, shopping, and now starting to buy houses and call this home.  These kinds of high-tech, 
high-paying jobs (over 3 times County average wage) are very hard to attract into rural Oregon.   However, we possess 
something they need:  special FAA permissions; specialized infrastructure and equipment; empty airspace; fast internet; 
highly-skilled staff, and up until recently…empty hangars and workshops.    

Unfortunately, the true scale of this opportunity is unknown, but based on the distance customers will travel (OR-2; WA
-3; CA-4; VA-2; MD-2; PA-1) and how much they enjoy operating here, we believe it’s the tip of the iceberg.   Our biggest 
weakness is the lack of available hangars, workshop space, and shovel-ready ground.  We have good reason to believe 
that companies would fill them and that some companies would even build facilities if they existed.   

Timing is everything.  Great opportunities must be seized.  They will not wait for the slow and the short-sighted.  
Comparisons some have made to the “Road to Nowhere” are ill-conceived or even maliciously intended to mislead.   The 
UAS range has already proven its ability to bring companies, commerce, and employment to Pendleton.  Airport Road is 
now the “The Road to the Pendleton UAS Range”, and any future development along it will likely be as a result of the 
range.           

Coming projects in FY 2019/2020:          

Primary Runway 7-25 Rehab:  FAA provided $7 million grant with only 5% City match.  Unrelated to the range, but 
saved over $1 million by coinciding with Phase IV Industrial Park.    

Phase IV UAS Industrial Park:  $10-$12 million infrastructure project ($7-$9m City; $3m Economic Development 
Administration Grant).      

PDT Inc. Hangar Project:  $600k for private t-hangars.  

PAEISR Box Hangar:  This $2.5 million construction project will use low-interest State loan to erect 3-bay hangar for 
PAEISR, 62nd largest Defense Contractor in the world.   PAE, which already employs over two dozen people here, 
has committed to renting this hangar for at least 5 years.    

It’s important to understand that we have a plan, which has been working very well, and that we would never make 
these investments if we were not very confident that we could build on our past success.     
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COUNCIL MEETINGS 
June 18 
PDC Meeting 6pm 
City Council 7pm 
July 2 
City Council 7pm 
July 16 
PDC Meeting 6pm 
City Council 7pm 

All meetings in the Council Chambers 
FOR A FULL LIST OF     

MEETINGS VISIT         

http://www.pendleton.or.us/ 
 

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
John Turner     Mayor           541-922-8605  
Jake Cambier    At Large           541-969-2252  
Paul Chalmers    At Large           541-276-7111  
Becky Marks    Ward I           541-276-9147  
Carole Innes    Ward I           541-276-0644 
McKennon McDonald    Ward 2        541-969-3345  
Scott Fairley    Ward 2              541-240-1825  
Dale Primmer    Ward 3              541-240-1117 
Linda Neuman  Ward 3               541-969-1188 

 
CITY OF PENDLETON 
Administration         541-966-0201 
Airport                             541-276-7754 
Attorney       541-966-0206 
Convention Center      541-276-6569 
Community Dev.       541-966-0203  
Facilities         541-966-0201 
Finance          541-966-0207 
Fire        541-276-1442 
Library          541-966-0380 
Municipal Court                   541-966-0209 
Parks/Rec/Cemetery       541-276-8100 
Police        541-276-4411 
Public Works                       541-276-3078 

 500 SW Dorion Ave. Pendleton, OR  
Click the logo below to connect to our pages 

Join City Staff at Hamley’s  
Café on Monday, July 1 City 
Manager, Robb Corbett invites commu-
nity members who have concerns,  
questions or simply want to engage in      
conversation regarding     happenings in 
our community to join him on the first                                         
Monday of each month. 

EMPLOYMENT LISTINGS  
WITH THE CITY OF PENDLETON 
All position openings with the City of Pendleton are posted on our website. 
For additional information or questions, please contact Andrea Denton in the 
Human Resources Office at 1.541.966.0222. 
 
Municipal Court Clerk   Public Defender  Fire Chief 
After School Program Site Supervisor  Custodian  Police Officer Fire-
fighter Paramedic         Electrical Inspector        
Convention Center Laborer Parks & Recreation Aides & Instructors        
After School Program Recreation Aides  

The City of Pendleton is an Equal Opportunity Employer and does not discrimi-
nate on the basis of race, religion, gender, age, disability, national origin, or 
any  other category protected by law.          
Thank you for your interest in employment with the City of Pendleton! 

PENDLETON CONVENTION CENTER 

 

JUNE  14th ~19th           Eastern Star State Convention  
 20th ~22nd   Rainbow Girls State Convention*   
 22nd  Jackalope Jamboree – Happy Canyon Arena   
 26th   Oregon Community Foundation 
 26th   Oregon Dept. Energy Public Meeting  
 27th   Bennett Trucking 
 28th   Pendleton Linebackers – Hall of Fame   

         
JULY 9th   City – Safety Training 
 12th &13th  Pendleton Whiskey Music Festival Concert      

16th ~20th  Pendleton Bike Week   

  31st   IMESD training (continued on August 1st) 

 
 
  

Visit us online: 
www.pendletonconventioncenter.com  

 
 
 
 
 

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION To subscribe to this 
newsletter follow the link on our home page. If you received this 
newsletter and do not wish to receive it, please reply to the email in 
the subject line with REMOVE ME or contact Donna Biggerstaff at  
Donna.biggerstaff@ci.pendleton.or.us or 541-966-0220.   

CITY COUNCIL TALKS Interested 
in having a member of the City Council speak 
with your civic organization?                
Contact Donna Biggerstaff at                  
Donna.biggerstaff@ci.pendleton.or.us or     
541-966-0220 to schedule a time for a mem-
ber of the council to visit your organization.   

http://www.pendleton.or.us/
https://pendleton.or.us/municipal-court-clerk
https://pendleton.or.us/public-defender
https://pendleton.or.us/fire-chief
https://pendleton.or.us/after-school-program-site-supervisors
https://pendleton.or.us/part-time-custodian
https://pendleton.or.us/article/police-officer
https://pendleton.or.us/recruitment-firefighterparamedic
https://pendleton.or.us/recruitment-firefighterparamedic
https://pendleton.or.us/electrical-inspector
https://pendleton.or.us/convention-center-laborer
https://pendleton.or.us/parks-recreation-aides-instructors
https://pendleton.or.us/after-school-program-recreation-aides
https://www.pendletonconventioncenter.com/
http://www.pendleton.or.us/home
mailto:donna.biggerstaff@ci.pendleton.or.us
mailto:donna.biggerstaff@ci.pendleton.or.us
https://pendleton.or.us/
https://www.facebook.com/CityofPendleton/
https://www.instagram.com/cityofpendleton/


Open Noon to 8:00pm 7 days a week! 
 Pool will be CLOSED on MONDAY, Labor Day Weekend.  

 

Location: 1901 NW Carden Avenue (shares a parking lot with Pend-
leton High School) 

Daily Admission & Passes: Adults $7.00, Youth $5.00, and children 
under 3 free with adult. Season Passes:  Family of 5 $155.00, Youth 
(ages 3-17) $62, Adult (18 and over) $72.  

Location: at Til Taylor Park                        
between Dorion and Emigrant on SE 7th Street. 
 
Daily Admission: The wading pool is free & is intended for   
children 8 years and younger. All Children must be directly supervised.  

Open 12:00pm to 4:00p.m. and 6:00pm to 8:00p.m. Monday-Saturday; Closed Sunday 
Pool will be CLOSED on MONDAY, Labor Day Weekend. 

WE HAVE MOVED MOVIES IN THE PARK TO FRIDAYS.  

We have a great line-up this year. Please research movies for your individual family’s needs regarding appropriate-
ness of subject matter. Follow us on Facebook and AlertSense for the latest updates. Weather-related decisions are 
announced by 6 p.m. on show day. PLEASE be aware that there is no smoking in the park and that the grass can get 
damp and the nights chilly once the sun goes down (regardless of how hot the day has been) and come prepared! 
Since we moved to Friday if we have a closure due to weather we can use Saturday as a backup plan! 

MOVIE LINEUP (middle school targeted audience with give-a-ways)  







Pendleton Public Library  
502 SW Dorion Avenue  Pendleton, Oregon 97801 

HOURS: Monday-Thursday 10am to 8pm 
Friday & Saturday 10am to 5pm  

Friday Story Time                           
 Friday,  June 21 from 10:15—Noon 

Tango into the library for books, songs and crafts  

every Friday morning with Ms. Angel.  

Meet in the National Parks area at the Library 502 SW Dorion Ave. 

CRAFTERNOONS 
Each Tuesday at 4:15 

 Ms. Brittney will lead a fun craft.  
Be sure to pick up a schedule at the front desk so you can plan ahead. 

Meet in the National Parks area at the Library 502 SW Dorion Avenue 

THURSDAY STORY TIME                                                                                 

Thursday, June 20 from 10:15am - 11:00 

All are welcome to attend though stories and crafts are tailored                

toward children ages 6 and under.  

 NEW MEETING PLACE, see you at Pioneer Park!! 400 NW Despain Ave  

CLOSED IN HONOR OF  
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

  
Wednesday, June 19 5:15 pm  

 

 Create your own stellar shirt featuring an eclipse using BLEACH!  
Please bring a black (or dark-colored) shirt to make sure it will fit.  

Registration required.  

"Every time you enter a library you might say to yourself, 'The world is quiet here,' as a sort 

of pledge proclaiming reading to be the greater good."    

         from The Slippery Slope by Lemony Snicket  

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0064410137?ie=UTF8&tag=bustlebooks-20&camp=1789&linkCode=xm2&creativeASIN=0064410137


VOLUNTEERS  
Adopt a Park or Parkway 

The City of Pendleton maintains 22 parks and landscaped areas for the benefit of the community. The parks all 
have something different to offer, with shelters, stages and sports fields and courts available to reserve. The 

Adopt-A-Park program was brought back several years ago after being 
dormant, inviting volunteers to help keep the parks litter free by committing 
to a specific park or area. Adopt-A-Parkway was added, helping to keep the 
river walk beautiful for all to enjoy.  Volunteers make an annual 
commitment to pick up litter at a frequency of their choice, and report 
graffiti and vandalism to staff. Currently there are 10 community 
organizations and businesses and five individuals who help maintain 15 of 
the parks and landscaped areas around the city and 23 of 25 sections of the 
River Parkway – 2.5 miles – have been adopted by volunteer individuals and 
organizations.  

For families, businesses and community organizations, adopting a park or 
parkway is a fun way to work together outdoors while making an impact on 
the community they live and work in. Interested in adopting a piece of 
Pendleton? Contact Volunteer Coordinator Tiffany Hegarty at 541-966.0244. 
tiffany.hegarty@ci.pendleton.or.us. 

 
UPCOMING VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
New volunteers are required to complete an application and consent to background check. For more information 

contact the Volunteer Coordinator tiffany.hegarty@ci.pendleton.or.us 

 
JUNE 22ND: Wild West Beerfest – Fundraiser for Pendleton Parks & Recreation  Afterschool 

 Program scholarships. Volunteers are needed to help set up and break down event, 

 pour beer and ticket sales (over 21 only).    

ONGOING:  Document Scanner: Digital file archiving (Library, City Hall  Administration, 

 Community Development) 

NEW VOLUNTEERS 

 
Cheryl Collar,  Kristen Dollarhide,  Tyree Thacker 

Volunteer Applications Available HERE , Return to the Administrative office at: 500 SW Dorion Avenue.  
 
 

mailto:tiffany.hegarty@ci.pendleton.or.us
file:///J:/All Staff/Documents/Forms/Volunteer Application.pdf



